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Governor's Emergency Management Advisory Council
(GEMAC) Quarterly Meeting

July 17,2024
Attendance
Jonathan Bratt Joseph Lafleur
Douglas Brown Jennifer Martin
Jonathan Dayton Ryan Miller
Ronnie Gill Kevin Simmons
Dwayne Freeman Clay Stamp
Tiffany Green David Wilenborg
Jasper Jones Russell Strickland

Meeting Summary
1. Welcome

a. Meeting call to business at 12.00pm by Anna Sierra, Chief Development
Officer & Legislative Liaison. Brittany Cook conducted a roll call for
attendance. A guorum was reached.

b. Anna Sierra reviewed Attendance requirements are set forth in State
Government Article, § 8-501 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, and
Maryland's Open Meetings Act. Appointments procedures and council
members’ seats were discussed, council members will continue to serve
until further notice from the Appointments Office. GEMAC will continue
to meet quarterly, and a compressed schedule will be established for
2024.

c. MDEM staff reviewed the Governor's budget

d. Council members requested further discussion and a briefing regarding
the response and recovery for the Francis Scott Key Bridge (FSK)
incident.

2. HM, RLF, PA & Mesonet Briefing
a. Sara Bender, Director of Disaster Risk Reduction, and Joey Krastel,
Meteorological Hazards Analyst, provided a briefing on the Maryland
Mesonet Program.
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b. Council members stressed the integration of flood warning gauges and
the Mesonet program are critical for increasing capacity (e.g.,
integration of Pennsylvania's gauges could be useful for hazardous
materials monitoring and surrounding states). Consider how the
Mesonet program can be used for flying conditions for helicopters/other
aircraft like the national guard and governor's office when planning
travel.

3. Moore Miller State Plan Briefing
a. Anna Sierra briefed on the Moore Miller State Plan specifically the ten
established priorities and State agencies implementation of the
Governor's vision into agency strategic plan and performance
indicators.

4, GOHS Priorities and Direction Briefing

a. Travis Nelson, Acting Director for Governor's Office of Homeland
Security (GOHS), provided a briefing on collaborative approaches when
determining GOHS Priorities.

b. Council members emphasized common communication terminology
was established post 9/11. We need to stress the importance of using
common communications based on observations from the most recent
incident. Additionally, the FSK bridge will not be operational for several
years, which means there are only three remaining options available for
travel/transportation, there needs to be an emphasis on protecting
tunnels and exercise should be revisited.

5. State Emergency Response Commission (SERC)

a. Anna Sierra reviewed the Safer Commmunities by Chemical Accident
Prevention Rule. The rule was initially published in 2019, removed and
revised by EPA and was reissued in 2024 as final rule. The rule updated
the Risk Management Program requirements, specifically focusing on
new training and drill/exercise requirements for facilities.

b. MDEM is working with MDE to put out a brief using EPA factsheets.
Information is forthcoming.

6. Adjourn
a. The meeting adjourned at 14:00.
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