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[bookmark: _heading=h.wf06tyqjqwqc]Governor’s Emergency Management Advisory Council (GEMAC)
February 11, 2026

Attendance:

Jonathan Bratt			Jonathan Favorite			Kevin Simmons
Denise Marie Hill		Joseph Henderson			Joseph Lafleur	
Jasper Jones			Preeti Emerick				Douglas Brown

Meeting Summary:

Welcome and Opening Comments
a. The meeting was formally convened at 13:00 by Anna Sierra, Assistant Secretary for Strategy & External Affairs. A roll call was conducted to establish attendance; however, a quorum was not present at that time, with only seven members in attendance.

New GEMAC Members Announcement	
a. New GEMAC Members introduced by Assistant Secretary Sierra
i. Joey Henderson
ii. Denise Hill
b. Special thanks to past GEMANC members announced by Assistant Secretary Sierra:
i. Tiffany Green
ii. Marverly Nettles
iii. Jennifer Martin
iv. Dwayne Freeman

Maryland General Assembly Briefing
a. Assistant Secretary Sierra briefed on bills introduced during the 2026 session that impact the Emergency Management community.
b. Assistant Secretary Sierra provided Jonathan Bratt with the floor to present pertinent details and context regarding House Bill 471 (HB 471) – Public Safety - Use of Unmanned Aircraft. Mr. Bratt observed that the proposed legislative restrictions would constrain the deployment of unmanned aircraft, with particular implications for public affairs initiatives and higher education institutions.
c. Joey Henderson requested clarification on whether the statutory language of HB 471 accounted for law enforcement prospectives, noting that agencies nationwide are facing increasing restrictions on unmanned aircraft operations. In response, the Maryland Department of Emergency Management (MDEM) committed to conducting further research to provide the requested information and clarity.
d. Preeti Emerick inquired if contact had been made with the sponsors. 
e. Joseph Lafleur observed that HB 471 currently lacks necessary contributions from the comprehensive emergency management sector, specifically including fire services and emergency medical services. He raised an inquiry regarding the enforcement mechanisms of the proposed legislation and expressed concern regarding the jurisdictional boundary between Washington, D.C. and Maryland, where federal agencies may operate unmanned aircraft. Mr. Lafleur emphasized the necessity for specific language within the bill to address these concerns, ultimately recommending formal testimony or direct consultation with the bill's sponsor.  
f. Joseph Lafleur proposed a review of existing Texas state statutes to provide a framework for refining the draft and subsequent implementation of House Bill 937 (HB 937). 
g. Joseph Lafleur noted the significance of Senate Bill 690 (SB 690) regarding the distribution of premium tax proceeds to the SDRF, particularly in light of previous council discussions concerning shifts in federal funding. Furthermore, legislative language for House Bill 243 (HB 243) was identified for modification to mandate alignment with planning, zoning, and Hazard Mitigation Plans. It was recommended that the council pursue formal testimony or direct communication with the respective bill sponsors for both pieces of legislation. 
h. Joey Henderson mentioned that House Bill 200 - Required Flood Risk Disclosure (HB 200) could have a negative impact on residences' ability to obtain flood insurance as seen in other states. 
  
Federal Emergency Management Policy Briefing
a. Deputy Secretary Chas Eby provided a briefing on federal updates affecting the emergency management community, including the forthcoming National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) Mid-Year Forum and various advocacy opportunities. The presentation concluded with a formal request for council members to provide input on prioritizing advocacy initiatives concerning emergency management reform.
b. Joey Henderson inquired regarding the Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) status, which has not been formally accepted as terms and conditions are under review. 
c. Joseph Lafleur requested perspective regarding potential modifications to FEMA programming and the broader strategic orientation of the federal government from a state-level viewpoint. It was clarified that, apart from information already in the public domain, no additional proprietary insights could be provided to the council at that time. 
d. Jasper Jones provided commentary regarding the justification and methodology utilized for budget requests, identifying political impediments and a reliance on historical budgetary data as factors that constrain the emergency management community. He further proposed that budget requests be systematically reviewed and established as benchmarks for federal funding allocations to the states.
e. Assistant Secretary Sierra requested that council members identify any direct or indirect consequences of federal-level policy changes on local capabilities regarding incident response, recovery, and preparedness. In response, Joseph Henderson cited the recent snowstorms, extreme cold, and the Western Maryland flood as examples where funding fluctuations significantly affected regional recovery efforts.  
f. MDEM will provide materials and solicit additional comments via email to ensure council members' input is included. 
g. Joseph Lafluer asked about the Strategic Plan status and the GEMAC annual report. 
h. Assistant Secretary Sierra presented the Governor’s letter of appreciation to the council members. MDEM staff will send the letter and annual report to the council members.

Statewide Emergency Response Commission  	
a. The session was formally adjourned due to the absence of a quorum. Consequently, a virtual ballot will be conducted to finalize pending appointments.
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