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[bookmark: _heading=h.wf06tyqjqwqc]Governor’s Emergency Management Advisory Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.e2o77o6sglpl]Meeting Information
Attendance: 
Jonathan Bratt		Douglas Brown			Jonathan Favorite
Jonathan Dayton		Ronald Gill				Jasper Jones
Joseph Lafleur		Denise Hill 				Kevin Simmons
Chas Eby (designee for Secretary Russell Strickland)	

Meeting Summary:		

Welcome and Opening Comments
1) The meeting was formally called to order at 12:30 by Council Chair Ronald Gill. A roll call was subsequently conducted to verify attendance, and it was established that a quorum was present.
2) Assistant Secretary Sierra formally expressed appreciation to past GEMAC members.
a) Sue Greentree

Update on Federal Emergency Management		
1) Deputy Secretary Chas Eby presented a briefing regarding departmental and federal updates impacting the emergency management community at both the state and national levels.
2) Joseph Lafleur inquired whether the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA), State Directors, or the Local Directors Association had communicated their desired reforms and outcomes for FEMA, specifically in relation to providing recommendations to the FEMA Review Council for submission to the White House.
a)  Deputy Secretary Chas Eby indicated that the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) and the State of Maryland have submitted formal comments to the FEMA Review Council, utilizing input collected from their respective organizations. 
3) Joseph Lafleur emphasized the critical need for robust enforcement and regulatory oversight regarding state-managed funding to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse. Additionally, he requested that public comments be shared with the council.
a) Assistant Secretary Sierra indicated that MDEM will provide public comments to the council and noted the June 8, 2026, deadline for public submission. Additionally, MDEM will distribute the final report to the council upon its availability, and the department will include comments in the annual GEMAC report.

Western MD Recovery - One Year Update		
1) Director Sara Bender presented an official update regarding the ongoing recovery initiatives in Western Maryland following the flooding event that transpired one year ago.
2) Assistant Secretary Sierra presented an update regarding the legislative directive mandating the Maryland Department of Emergency Management, Maryland Department of the Environment, and the Maryland Department of Transportation to coordinate and submit a joint Chairman's Report concerning efforts to mitigate future flooding along Georgia’s Creek and within Allegheny County.
3) Joseph Lafleur inquired regarding the aggregate sum of grants and funding allocated to the recovery initiatives.
a) Assistant Secretary Sierra reported that a total of $14 million has been allocated or will be made available during the upcoming fiscal year. 

End of MD General Assembly Session Summary	
1) Assistant Secretary Sierra delivered a formal overview of the 2026 legislative session, detailing departmental initiatives, budgetary provisions, and their subsequent impacts on the emergency management community within the state of Maryland.
2) Joseph Lafleur requested information regarding the potential future reintroduction of the "Use of Unmanned Aircraft" legislative language in an alternative format and further inquired whether the bill includes provisions concerning countermeasures against hostile or unauthorized drone operations. 
a) Assistant Secretary Sierra anticipated that the "Use of Unmanned Aircraft" legislation would be reintroduced again. It was noted that the bill currently lacks specific provisions for counter-UAS measures and could not speak to the Maryland statutes on the topic.
b) A recommendation was proposed to increase collaboration with the State Police in developing provisions for law enforcement, clarifying public information dissemination, and planning for incidents.
c) Marcia Deppen, Acting Director of the Governor's Office of Homeland Security, informed the council of the subcommittee's focus on counter-UAS initiatives in Maryland and its ongoing activities, noting that GEMAC will be kept appraised for future developments.

Statewide Emergency Response Commission  		
1) There was no official business transacted during this meeting.
2) The digital vote regarding LEPC’s appointments has concluded.


Adjourn
1) The specific date for the August meeting remains to be determined.
2) The MDEM Strategic Plan has been finalized and is currently undergoing brand review. The Maryland Department of Emergency Management will distribute the plan, along with the Resilience Maryland Strategies, upon the conclusion of the branding process.
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