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Maryland SLCGP FAQs 
FFY2024


1. The Committee has created a list of best practices for Maryland Project Categories 1 & 2. What are the definitions for these best practices?

See the “Maryland SLCGP FFY2024 Project Categories Additional Guidance” document for more information on the definitions for all Maryland Project Categories. 

2. Do applicants have to use the provided budget narrative and project proposal templates for the application?

Yes, applicants are required to use the provided templates for their application. If the applicant feels the application is missing additional information that they think would be beneficial, they can submit additional attachments with their application.

3. Will there be an extension process available for applicants that will not be able to meet the project application submission deadline?

The Committee will generally not accept applications after the deadline. However, the committee may extend the application deadline upon request for any applicant who can demonstrate justifications for extending the deadline. Reasons for extensions include, but are not limited to: technical difficulties preventing the submission of the application by the deadline, other exigent concerns, and/or emergency circumstance(s).

4. Are the funding amounts listed in the funding notice the amount we should expect for the entirety of the grant? 

The funding amounts in the NOFO are for FFY2024 only, with a 48-month period of performance (“Year 1”). Updated allocation amounts can be found in the FEMA SLCGP Information Bulletin (IB) 479. Each FFY will have its own funding notice, allocation amounts, and application period.

5. What are the eligible jurisdictions for SLCGP funding? 

The eligible applicants are Maryland “Local governments”[footnoteRef:1] which include: [1:  “Local governments” defined in 6 U.S.C. § 101(13).] 

a. A county, municipality, city, town, township, local public authority, school district, special district, intrastate district, council of governments, regional or interstate government entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local government; or
b. Rural as defined by FEMA which is, a rural community, unincorporated town or village, or other public entity. Per the Homeland Security Act of 2002, a “rural area” is defined in 49 U.S.C. § 5302 as an area encompassing a population of less than 50,000 people that has not been designated in the most recent decennial census as an “urbanized area” by the Secretary of Commerce. Based on this information, Maryland has 8 rural jurisdictions out of 24 total jurisdictions: Caroline, Dorchester, Garrett, Kent, Queen Anne’s, Somerset, Talbot, and Worcester.
c. Rural as defined by the Committee which is, any Maryland “Local Government” that can provide adequate evidence of their rural status such as a planning and zoning designation or mapping. Evidence should be submitted with the application package. 

6. Why are there two definitions of “Rural” for the FFY24 application?

The committee recognizes that the FEMA definition of Rural for SLCGP funding does not take into consideration all smaller Maryland localities eligible to apply for SLCGP funds as a priority for funding. Therefore, the Committee has added a Rural definition that allows smaller localities to submit evidence that they should be prioritized for funds under the “Rural” eligibility category. Evidence can include a planning and zoning designation or mapping that states this locality is rural. 

If you are already considered a “Rural Jurisdiction” under the FEMA definition, you do not need to submit proof. The evidence requirement is only for local governments outside Maryland’s 8 Rural jurisdictions that would like to be considered for priority funding under the Committee’s extended Rural classification. 
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